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Rule 8.4. Misconduct.

It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to:

(a) violate or attempt to violate the rules of professional conduct, knowingly assist or induce
another to do so, or do so through the acts of another;

(b) commit a criminal act that reflects adversely on the lawyer's honesty, trustworthiness or
fitness as a lawyer in other respects;

(c) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation;
(d) engage in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice;
(e) state or imply an ability to influence improperly a government agency or official; or

(f) knowingly assist a judge or judicial officer in conduct that is a violation of applicable rules of
judicial conduct or other law.

Comment Text:
COMMENT:

Subdivision (d) of this rule proscribes conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of
justice. Such proscription includes the prohibition against discriminatory conduct committed by
a lawyer while performing duties in connection with the practice of law. The proscription
extends to any characteristic or status that is not relevant to the proof of any legal or factual
issue in dispute. Such discriminatory conduct, when directed towards litigants, jurors,
witnesses, other lawyers, or the court, including race, sex, religion, national origin, or any
other similar factors, subverts the administration of justice and undermines the public's
confidence in our system of justice, as well as notions of equality. This subdivision does not
prohibit a lawyer from representing a client accused of committing discriminatory conduct.
[Adopted Comment effective January 13, 2000.]

Associated Court Rules:
[Superseded] Arkansas Model Rules of Professional Conduct
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